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Somewhere Over
the Rainbow

Krishna's story

When my husband and | settled in Canada, we

dreamed of a new life and of starting a family.

We didn’t know that life had a pandemic and a
premature baby in store for us!

During pregnancy, | started feeling labour
pains at 31 weeks and | thought to myself “it's
too soon!”. Our son Krishna was on his way
ahead of schedule, so we rushed to St. Michael’s
Hospital. We were so excited to meet our son
and afraid of what such an early birth would
mean.

Soon after he was born, Krishna was given The staff at St. Michael’s recognized that we
a bunch of tests and ultrasounds. He was needed support from the community when
eventually diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy (CP). we arrived home, so they referred us to

My husband and | were so in love with Krishna,  Centennial’s Early Intervention Program.
and we were devastated about the diagnosis.

We didn’t know what our future as a family As a first-time mother, | was already nervous
would hold. During our two months in the about bringing home a new-born. Add to
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, we found our that Krishna’s extra needs and having a child
strength and prepared ourselves to support our  during the pandemic, my husband and | were
son in any way we could. overwhelmed!
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Rainbow - continued...

We had planned to bring extended family over
from India to help us settle our new family, but
Covid-19 put a stop to that plan.

We soon met Anna, our Early Childhood
Interventionist through video calls. Anna talked
to us about Krishna's development and gave us
practical strategies to work on with Krishna that
fit into our daily routines. She introduced us to
Lori, an Occupational Therapist with Centennial.
They made sure we were connected to all the
services that would support Krishna in the
community, like referring us to physiotherapy
and speech therapy. They became a part of our
lives, and they encouraged us every step of the
way.

For a long time, we couldn’t meet Anna and Lori
in person due to Covid-19, but video calls were
the next best thing. Even just talking to a
screen, we felt comfortable enough to

share all our questions, doubts, and

insecurities.

When it was safe, we met Anna and Lori in parks
near our home, we were so happy they could
meet Krishna in person. With their support,

we learned about CP and how to advocate for
Krishna and our family. After some time, we
thought, we can do this!

With their guidance, we learned about Krishna's
ever-changing physical and developmental needs
and how to support him, so he gets the best start
to life. They gave us exercises and activities that
covered everything from mealtimes to increasing
eye contact. As a family we worked hard at
home, following through with recommendations.
Anna and Lori made us feel like we were part of
a team, all striving for the best for my son. | even
looked for virtual workshops to continue my own
learning to support Krishna.

Krishna has shown us all how incredible he is!
He's making sounds, looking at people, reaching
for toys and is crawling all over our home.
Krishna loves music and dances by swaying back
and forth to his favourite song ‘Somewhere Over
the Rainbow’.

We are so grateful we had Early Intervention;

it made a difference in our lives. Although

we couldn’t have our family here with us, we
found a different kind of support in our Early
Intervention team that we didn’t even know
we needed! Krishna is doing well and will be
attending Silver Creek Pre-School in September,
and | feel like | have direction. We know we can
handle whatever comes our way. Thanks
Centennial!
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Warm welcome to

Belinda Chun

Belinda Chun joins The Centennial Infant and Child
Centre Foundation this September as our new
Chief Development Officer. As a member of the
leadership team, Belinda will work closely with
the Foundation and Centre Board of Directors
to oversee and create a refreshed development
strategy. Belinda’s priority will be to guide the
Foundation in strengthening our ties with our
long-term supporters and engaging with new
individuals to support the growing need for
programs and services provided by the Centre.
The Foundation thanks Debra Bond-Gorr for
her contribution to Centennial over the past

six years, most significantly the launch of the
Powering Potential campaign. We wish her
well in her retirement.

With over 19 years of philanthropic and

business development experience, including

in the healthcare industry, Belinda possesses a
comprehensive understanding of the complexity

of giving vehicles: major gifts, corporate giving,
governments, foundations and is certified in
planned giving through the Canadian Association of
Planned Gifts.

Before joining the Centennial Infant and Child
Centre Foundation, Belinda led teams to support
their growth and complete significant campaigns at
The University Health Network — Toronto General &
Western Hospital, The Royal Ontario Museum, and
the Ontario College of Art and Design.

Here's how your monthly donation helps:

m Provides Program Supplies
m Virtual Program Development
m Family Assistance Fund
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I'm excited and proud to join

The Centennial Infant and Child
Centre Foundation, working with
incredible professionals that are
invested in helping children with
developmental disabilities reach
their full potential. | am looking
forward to engaging with all our
supporters to learn about their
stories and to engage with the
public about the tremendous
life-changing work of Centennial
on the lives of those supported
by the Centre. I strongly believe
in collaboration and creating
dialogues with our donors - who
are not just our supporters but our

ambassadors and champions. , ,

Belinda further believes that in the
philanthropic environment in which
we operate, funds matter, of course,
but funds alone are not enough. It's
the intention behind the gift that
define those who make them.



https://www.cicc.ca/
https://twitter.com/centennialskids?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/CentennialsKids/
https://www.instagram.com/centennials_kids/
https://ciccfoundation.akaraisin.com/ui/KidsClub

P regchool begiNS!

Teachers, therapists, and staff are
geared up and thrilled to be back
for another year at CICC preschool.
After weeks of busy preparation,

the 2021-2022 school year began
September 7. Soon, new and
returning children were settled

in and down to business playing,
learning, and growing together. We
were especially grateful to be able to
invite our fabulous volunteer team
back! They met the COVID-related
changes to the program (even the
PPE) with flexibility and humor, which
is exactly what we'd expect from
Centennial’s amazing volunteers.

$150,000
Resilient
Communities
Fund Grant

ThaNk YOu OTF!

The Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) Resilient
Communities Fund is addressing the diverse needs of
organizations like the Centennial Infant and Child Centre
to support recovery and resiliency in the aftermath of
COVID-19.

Centennial’s Kids and their families are truly grateful for
the $150,000 grant that OTF has invested to support our
programs and services.

Centennial Infant and Child Centre Foundation
celebrates OTF’s commitment to support the capacity of
non-profit organizations and build healthy and vibrant
communities across Ontario.
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When a community
bands together, it
creates a powerful
positive fForce.

The Centennial Infant and Child Centre
Foundation recognizes that each of our
colleagues, partners, and volunteers are
rallying each day to carry out crucial roles
to keep everyone safe and healthy in the
fFace of the extraordinary challenges of the
pandemic. Thank you for your generosity,
and thank you to all our colleagues,
partners, and volunteers!
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Thank you to all donors for your generous support!
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Anonymous

Atif, Ayub

Attanasio, Mark & Laura
Dottori-Attanasio

Bain, Rosemary

Barry, David

Beber, Shawn

Benham, Chris

Beutel Goodman
Charitable Foundation

Clark Family Foundation
Bhat, Sneha

Black, Bradley
Blaszczyk, Anna

BMO Financial Group
Bond-Gorr, Debra
Borissova, Danielle
Chinery, Susan & Bill
CIBC

CIBC Children’s
Foundation

Clarke, Kim
COMART Foundation
Coupal, Charles
Damley, Karen
Dewar, Steve
Dhaliwal, Navdeep
ECN Capital Corp.
Ernst, Mark
Exshaw, Christian
Friedman, Alan
Gibson, Carol & R. Craig
Gravel, Monique
Hannah, Barb
Hoffman, Steven
Hristovski, Aleks
Keillor, Candy
Kelley, Ninette
Khullar, Vik
Kimmel, Jessie
Knispel, Willemijn
Kohn, Iris & Harry

Kowal, Barry John

Kumaresan, Sugi &
Sugarna

Lee, Matthew

Leon, Robert &
Maureen

Marsh, Chris
McCrindle, Lori
Metivier, Charles &
Caporiccio, Rita
Michaels, Richard & Lisa
Mitz, Rory

Mol, Kevin

Morris, William & Mary
Moyer, Mike

Patel, Rachna
Piccininni, John

Picov, Josh

Puchta, Magda

Rai, Bipan

Robbins, Jacqui
Rosszell, Ad
Schlumpf, Ron
Sheldon, Larry & Paula
Sheppard, Kristen
Spiropoulos, Takis
Steve & Sally Stavro
Family Foundation
St-Onge, Marc

TD Bank Group

Tolias, Christina
Vestby, Acushla

Wallace, John & Erminia
Pedretti

Watson, Matthew
Watson, Tim
Watson, Jennifer
Wildgoose, Julie

Williamson, James & Janet

Wilson, Tanya
Wong, Calene
Yang, Lan

* Annual Donations

March 1, 2021 - August 31, 2021

$50,000 +

Bank of Montreal

Clark Family Foundation

Ontario Trillium Foundation

$20,000 +
DAC Foundation

Aubrey & Marla Dan
Foundation

$10,000 +

Harry E. Foster Charitable
Foundation

Robbins, Stuart & Joyce

© The Janssen
. Pharmaceutical Companies

of Johnson & Johnson

$5,000 +
Hardisty, Mark & Paula
Ouellette, Julia & Gilles
Anonymous

$1000 +

Anonymous (2)

Baron, Erica & Hunt, Ken
Chinery, Susan & Bill
Davidson, Paul
Dottori-Attanasio, Laura
Equifax Canada

HSBC Bank of Canada

Jay & Barbara Hennick
Family Foundation

Koverko, Trevor

Lee, Matthew

Meehan, Patrick

Pavlakis, Manos
Redelmeier, Edward
Robbins, Jacqui

Shalhoub, Shealyn & Matt
Starkman, Deborah

Thompson, Gregory &
Jennifer

Tucker, Catherine
Yakimowski, Laurance

$500 +
Anonymous
Bamber, William
Barrafato, Mario
Bianchini, Giovanni
Binning, Pavi
Briggs, Ryan
Conam Charitable
Foundation

Damley, Karen
Davidson, John & Nancy
El-Behairy, Adham

Fine, Randi

Greey, Madeleine

1580 Yonge Street

Griffith, Tonia

Harris, Bruce

Marsh, Chris

Moyer, Michael
Musselman, Sean
Redding, Stephen
Squibb, Wayne
Starlight Investments
Vanguard Charitable Fund
Vaux, Robert

Walsh, Joseph
Watson, Carolyn & Art

KidsClub Donors

Andrada, Theresa

Araniyasundaran,
Balakumar

Behkne, Jessica
Ciudad Real, Evelyn
Dinsmore, Carolyn & Larry
Fine, Randi

Lam, Emily
Lim-Fook, Eddie
Marwood, Barbara
Smith, Linda
Symons, Margaret
Valenzuela Tamayo,
Fernando & Varoni,
Daniela

Wheeler, Robert
Yau, Simon
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